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Theory
/ˈθɪəri/
noun

A supposition or a system of  ideas intended to explain something, especially one based on general 
principles independent of  the thing to be explained1.

Greek

Theōros
spectator

Greek

Theōria
contemplation, speculation

Theory
Late 16th Century

Late Latin
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Social Theory 
Social theory is a system of interconnected ideas. It
condenses and organizes knowledge about the social
world. We can also think of it as a type of systematic
“story telling” that explains how some aspect of the
social world works and why2.
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Ideology
/ˌʌɪdɪˈɒlədʒi/
noun

A system of  ideas and ideals, especially one which forms the basis of  economic or political theory and policy.3.

Greek

idea
form, pattern

French

Idéologie Ideology
Late 18th Century

Greek

-logos
word, reason
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Ideology
A nonscientific quasi-theory, often based on political
values or faith with assumptions, concepts,
relationships among concepts, and explanations. It is
a closed system that resists change, cannot be directly
falsified with empirical data, and makes normative
claims2.
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1. Certainty of  answers.

2. Type of  knowledge system 
differs. 

3. Type of  assumptions differ.

4. Use of  normative statements 
differ. 

5. Use of  empirical evidence 
differs. 

6. Demand for logical consistency 
differs. 

7. Transparency differs. 

Tentative, conditional answers that are incomplete and open ended 

Open, expanding belief  system 

Explicit, changing assumptions based on open, informed debate 
and rational discussion 

Separation of  descriptive claims, explanations, and normative 
statements

Consideration of  all evidence, seeking repeated tests of  claims, 
changing, based on new evidence 

Highest levels of  consistency and congruity, avoiding logical 
fallacies 

Encouragement of  transparency 

Absolute, certain answers with few questions

Closed, fixed belief  system

Implicit assumptions based on faith, moral belief, or social 
position

Merger of  descriptive claims, explanations, and normative 
statements 

Selective use of  evidence, avoidance of  direct tests of  claims, 
resistance, denial, or ignorance of  contrary evidence 

Contradictions and logical fallacies 

Avoidance of  transparency 

Ideology Theory
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Social 
Theory

Assumptions

Concepts

Relationships

Units of  
Analysis
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Methodology
/mɛθəˈdɒlədʒi/
noun

A system of  methods used in a particular area of  study or activity4.

Modern Latin

methdologia Early 19th century

Methodology

French

méthodologie
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Paradigm
/ˈparədʌɪm/
noun

a typical example or pattern of  something; a pattern or model5.

Greek

Para-
beside

Greek

Paradeiknunai
Show side by side

Paradigm
Late 15th Century

Greek

deiknunai
To show

Greek

Paradeigma
Show side by side

Late Latin
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Paradigm
A basic orientation to theory and research6.

A general organizing framework for the- ory and research that
includes basic assumptions, key issues, models of  quality research, 

and methods for seeking answers2. 
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POSITIVIST 
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SCIENCE
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CRITICAL 
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